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Aspiring Care - Residential Care Subsidy
Information

If you are aged 65 or older, to qualify for the Residential Care Subidy the value of your
assets must be equal to or below the appropriate threshold for your circumstances.

From 1July 2025, people who do not have a partner, or whose partner is also in long-term
residential care, must have assets valued at $291,825 or less to qualify for the Residential
Care Subsidy.

From 1 July 2025, people who have a partner who is not in care will have a threshold of
$159,810 not including the value of their house or car. The house is only exempt from the
financial means assessment when it is the principal place of residence of the
spouse/partner (who is not in care) or a dependent child. Alternatively, they can choose a
threshold of $§291,825 combined total assets, which will include the value of their house
and car.

Asset thresholds are adjusted each year.

Assets W& count include:

e (Cash orsavings

e |nvestments or shares

e Loans made to other people (including family trusts)
e Boats, caravans and campervans

e Investment properties

e Your house and car (under certain circumstances)

Assets W&I do not count, include:
e Pre-paidfuneral expenses (if they are held in a recognised funeral plan) for you and
your partner of up to $10,000 each
e Personal belongings such as clothing and jewellery

e Household furniture and effects

Your family home and personal vehicle are included as assets in the financial means
assessment if:

e You do not have a partner or;
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e bothyouand your partner are in long-term residential care or;
e your partner is not in long-term residential care but you have chosen your assets
assessed against the $291,825 asset threshold.

You may be entitled to a subsidy for residential care.

Usually, your needs assessor from the public health system will have discussed your
eligibility with you prior to admission and will have supported you to arrange your subsidy
through the Ministry of Health (MoH) and Work & Income New Zealand (W&I)

Sometimes, people become eligible for a subsidy after they have moved into a retirement
village or rest home environment.

Eligibility for subsidised care depends on your financial circumstances. From 1 July 2025,
people with personal assets valued at $291,825 or less are eligable to have the MoH
subsidise their care fees. If you believe that you may be eligable for a subsidy, please let
us know, so we can assist you.

You can ask W&l for a financial means assessment at any time, or you can phone for
assistance on 0800 999 727 or check the W& website www.workandincome.govt.nz

For clarity, itis important that we ensure our residents understand that the MoH does not
contribute to the full cost of your care. Residents also need to contribute from their
Superannuation benefit towards the cost of their care.

In addition, because the amount that the MoH contribute is adjusted according to your
income, some residents must pay an additional personal contribution.

Subsidised care fees can therefore include any or all of the following:

e  MOH full subsidy- asset tested

e Superannuation - W&l assigned

e Personal Contribuition — income-tested, determined by MoH

e Room Premium- reflects the ensuite to your room and or a larger room

For convenience, until your eligibility is confirmed, you will be invoiced for the full care fee.
The MoH component of this is credited back to you when the MoH confirm your elibibility
and the subsidy amount. At that stage, we will also send you a direct debit form for the
amount of your personal contribution if required.


http://www.workandincome.govt.nz/

